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MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES, LOCATION 

679. Mr TUBBY to the Minister for Health: 
Mental health patients in my electorate have traditionally received treatment at the Bentley Hospital.  As the 
minister can appreciate, localised services are of enormous benefit to both patients and their families.  What is 
the Government doing to provide mental health services closer to where they are required?  

Mr DAY replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question.  The Government has a strong policy of providing health 
services close to where people live, wherever that may be in Western Australia.  Many examples can be found, 
including those in the mental health area, a number of which come to mind.  The new Armadale-Kelmscott 
Memorial Hospital, which is under construction in the member for Roleystone's general area, will provide for the 
first time in the area a new 25-bed in-patient facility.  This will provide in-patent services close to where people 
live in the south-eastern corridor, which is in addition to the psychogeriatric beds already provided at the current 
hospital. 

Construction is under way at Swan District Hospital of a similar 25-bed in-patient mental health facility, and 
similar  
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facilities have already been established in areas such as Albany, Bunbury and Joondalup.  Also, new child and 
adolescent mental health clinics have been opened in Kelmscott and High Wycombe.  I had the pleasure last 
week of opening the State's newest community accommodation for people with a mental health problem.  This is 
located in Bassendean and provides accommodation for 12 people who require long-term intensive support.  
Each person is accommodated in a large, single bedroom and has a one-on-one relationship with staff to 
appropriately manage that person through his or her mental illness.   

The new facility in Mann Way, Bassendean has come about as a result of a cooperative effort between the 
Richmond Fellowship of WA, which is a non-government organisation doing excellent work in the area of 
mental health, and the Ministry of Housing, with funding being received from both the Federal and State 
Governments and assistance from the Lotteries Commission.  The Health Department, through the mental health 
division, is contributing funding for the recurrent operations of the new facility.  This is another clear example of 
how the Government has put in place policies to move mental health patients from an institutionalised basis of 
care to the community in which they are much better treated.  
 

 [2] 


	MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES, LOCATION

